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PROFILE OF AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES

12% of the total number 
of people served by 
Medicaid in 2020 were 
people with disabilities

45.5% of all vocational 
rehabilitation participants 
achieved successful 
employment in 2019

14.4% of 
youth ages 3-21 
received special 
education 
services in 2020

1 in 4 adults 
in the U.S. 
have a 
disability

Health insurance 
coverage for people 
with disabilities age 
18+
• 46% private

insurance
• 55% public

insurance
• 10% no insurance

38% of individuals 
in state and 
federal prisons 
have at least one 
disability

40% of the 
12.3 million 
dually eligible 
beneficiaries 
qualify for Medicare 
due to a disability

34.3% of Medicaid 
payments were made 
for people with 
disabilities in 2020

29.9% of 
veterans have 
a disability

1.08 million youth under age 
18 received Supplemental 
Security Income (SSI) 
benefits in 2021



Increased Acces

Postsecondary Education— 
Enrollment or Attained Degree

WITH DISABILITIES  AND  WITHOUT DISABILITIES

TRANSITION AGE YOUTH

Special Education Students 
Exiting High School 

Youth Employment
WITH DISABILITIES  AND  WITHOUT DISABILITIES

CHILDREN
BIRTH TO 21 WITH DISABILITIES

Learning Environment

Early Intervention

Disabilities by Type 

Poverty Rate—Ages 18-64

Employment Rate— 
Ages 18-64

OLDER ADULTS 
65 AND UP WITH DISABILITIES

Disability Prevalence by Age

Disabilities by Type

Race and Ethnicity Impact the 
Prevalence of Disability 

Median Annual Earnings— 
Ages 16+

WORKING AGE ADULTS 
WITH AND WITHOUT DISABILITIES

97% of infants and  
toddlers with disabilities  
are served at home or in  
community-based settings. 

13% 
   in regular class    
<40% of the time

in regular 
class  
40-79%

18% 
64% 

in regular  
classroom 80%  
of the time

5% other

1 in 4  
children with a 
disability live  
in poverty.

69%

7%

18%
16%

6%

73%

Dropped 
Out

Received 
Certificate

Graduated  
with Diploma

2014-2015
2017-2018

55%
63%
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sThe prevalence of  
disability increases

with age.

Adults age 18-24  
enrolled in college 

in 2019

41%

25%

Disability by Race/Ethnicity  18-64 65-74 75+

White 10.2 23.8 47.0

Black/African American 12.8 30.0 51.1

Native American 16.3 43.5 63.1

Asian 4.2 17.1 45.4

Hispanic 8.1 27.3 52.5Poverty Rate 

Adults 25-35 with  
a bachelor’s degree  

or more

39%

16%

39%

24%19.5%

68%79
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of food insecure 
older adults have 
a disability  

 47% 

COGNITIVE 4.4% 
SELF-CARE 1%
VISION 0.8% 
MOBILITY 0.6 %  
HEARING 0.6%

 

% of school  
 day spent in  
   an integrated
        class.

4.3% of 
children  
<18 have a 
disability.

MOBILITY 40%  
HEARING 31%
COGNITIVE 27%
VISION 22% 
SELF-CARE 9%
COMMUNICATION 8%
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