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Among adults 65+ 

40% have gum disease

25% have no natural teeth

Nutritional deficiencies

# of Hours Missed Annually 
due to dental-related issues:

52,000,000 164,000,000
hours of school hours of work

Tooth decay is the 
most common chronic disease 

in the United States

30,000
oral and pharyngeal 

cancers 
diagnosed each year

Death

Source:  American Dental Association and Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention



25%
of 

children

have

80%
of the cavities

Source:  Children’s Dental Health Project, www.cdhp.org



1 in 4
adults avoid 

smiling 
due to the 
condition 

of their mouth and 
teeth 29% of low-income adults 

say that it affects their 
ability to interview for a job

Source: www.ada.org



Barriers to Accessing Dental Care
Understanding 
the Need for 
Routine Care

23% 
haven’t seen a 

dental provider in 

five years

Lack of Ability
to Pay

80%
of uninsured seniors 
could not pay for a 
major procedure

Limited Income
& Coverage

7 out of 10
uninsured seniors 
could not pay for a 
major procedure

Accessible
Services

33
Million

live where 
dentists and clinics 

are scarce

Source: Oral Health America, “A State of Decay”, Vol 11









Source: Pew Charitable Trust,  www.pewtrusts.org 





Dental/Medical Inter-Professional 

Projects
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Integrating Oral Health & Primary Care Improves Health 

and Lowers Costs

D
ia

b
et

es

S
tr

o
k

e

H
ea

rt
 D

is
ea

se

P
re

g
n

an
cy

$2,840
(40.2%)

$5,681
(40.9%)

$1,090
(10.7%) $2,433

(73.7%)

Significant annual cost savings are possible when 
individuals with certain chronic diseases (diabetes, 
cerebral vascular disease, or coronary heart disease), or 
who were pregnant, received dental treatment for their 
gum disease, after accounting for the effect of diabetes.
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39.4%

21.2%

28.6%

Significant decreases in annual hospitalizations are 
possible when individuals with certain chronic diseases 
received treatment for their gum disease, after 
accounting for the effect of diabetes.

Treating Gum Disease Means 

Lower Annual Medical Costs 

Treating Gum Disease Reduces 

Hospital Admissions

Source:  Jeffcoat, M., et. al., “Periodontal Therapy Improves Outcomes in Systemic 
Conditions.”  Abstract, American Association of Dental Research; March 21, 2014

Not to scale Not to scale
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 Dental/Medical Inter-Professional Projects



 Dental/Medical Inter-Professional 
Projects

www.seniorsoralhealth.org

Resources/Tools





 Virtual Dental Home Project – Pacific Center for Special Care at the 
University of the Pacific Arthur A. Dugoni School of Dentistry, 
California

 Community-based practice of specially trained dental hygienists and 
assistants who collect dental records and provide preventive care for 
patients in community settings, such as schools, Head Start preschools and 
nursing homes

 Information is shared through a secure telehealth system to a dentist

Tele-dentistry

Source: www.virtualdentalhome.org



 Virtual Dental Home Project:
 Health Promotion and Education

 Dental Disease Risk Assessments

 Preventive procedures (fluoride varnish, dental sealants, etc.)

 If directed by the dentist, provide a small protective filling called an 
“interim therapeutic restoration (ITR)”- patient is then referred to dentist 
to determine further treatment

 Tracking, Compliance and referral/follow-up on dental services.

66% of the patients seen through VDH six year pilot project were able to 
receive the care they needed at the community site

Tele-dentistry

Source: www.virtualdentalhome.org





Donated Orthodontic Services (DOS) Program



 33 state specific Mission of Mercy events with links

www.adcfmom.org

Mission of Mercy



Help Your Community Smile:
Start or Enhance a Community Oral Health Program for Older 
Adults

 Purpose: Identify and promote vetted, low-cost, community-based oral 
health programs for older adults
 Oral Health Program Database

 Community Guide to Adult Oral Health Program Implementation (Oral Health 
Guide





 All program profiles include:

 Program overview

 Website link

 Information on program model, 

target population, services 

delivered, etc.

 Featured program profiles 

include additional information 

on:

 Program history and development

 Program sustainability

 Program impact




