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n4a Update

• Overview of n4a and the Aging Network

• Older Americans Act Reauthorization

• FY 2020 Federal Funding Status Update

• Other Policy Opportunities for SDOH in DC

• Advocacy Reminders
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The Eldercare Locator National Call Center

.  

800.877.1116
Monday-Friday, 
9:00 am ET to 8:00 
pm ET

eldercare.acl.gov
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Funding and Coordination of the Aging 
Network
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All AAAs play a key role in:
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Nationwide Network with a 
Local Flavor

• There are 622 AAAs serving older adults in virtually every 
community in the nation. 

• In a few small or sparsely populated states, the state serves the 
AAA function. 

• The OAA is foundational for all AAAs, but because the law calls 
for local control and decision-making, AAAs adapt to the unique 
demands of their communities to provide innovative programs 
that support the health and independence of older adults. 
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AAAs vary widely in 
size as each state 
determines how 
many service areas 
to establish, which 
then determines the 
number of operating 
AAAs. For example, 
Wisconsin has 3 
AAAs, but New York 
has 59. 
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Keeping Up with the Capital
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Federal 

Realities and 

Policy/Advocacy 

Opportunities

n4a Members 

Care About 

Policy Priorities
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n4a.org/advocacy
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Timeline of Major Amendments

1972 – Nutrition program 

1978 – Home-delivered 

meals authorized and 

ombudsman services 

required
1992 – Elder rights 

recognized 

1973 – AAAs created; 

multipurpose senior centers  

and community service 

employment authorized 

2006 – HCBS systems thru 

ADRCs; evidence-based 

health promotion services  

2000 – National family 

caregiver support 

program 

1965

Present (Preparing for 2019 

OAA Reauthorization) 

2016 – Small changes to 

definitions, specific authorization 

levels
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Typical (Theoretical) Process

• Advocacy groups develop recommendations

• Committee of jurisdiction staff (Senate HELP Committee, House 
Education and Labor Committee) start exploring the Act, the 
issues, thinking about Member interest and timing

• Administration proposal?

• Champions begin honing in on issue(s) to take up, working with 
groups

• Hearings or roundtables 

• Bill development (many ways to occur)

• Markup, committee approval

• Advocacy needed to keep bill moving, getting it to the floor
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Topics included:
Barriers? Opportunities?
Rising Demand
Eligibility
Flexibility
Transfer Authority
Targeting
Cost-Sharing
Data Collection & Technology
Private Pay
ADRCs

Summer 2018 Survey of n4a Members
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n4a Recommendations

Meet Consumers Where They Are: Protect Local Decision-
Making and Flexibility

• Maintain commitment to local planning and development

• Area plans should inform state plan development

• Raise the cap for Title III E grandfamilies

Meet Growing Needs by Increasing Investments

• GROW THE ACT (authorization levels)

– Restore capacity (at the very least)

– Index to population and inflation (better option)

– Double the Act over five years (best option)
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n4a Recommendations

Foster Innovations in Service Delivery

• Create a research, demonstration, innovation and evaluation 
center at AoA

• Title VI: expand to wider range of supportive services; create 
new training, prof. development and TA

• Address high-need populations (dementia, social isolation, 
advanced illness)

• Nothing prevents AAAs from HC contracts, private pay
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n4a Recommendations

Ease Administrative Barriers to Increase Access to Services

• Find a better way to do transfer authority within Title III C to 
increase flexibility and reduce barriers

• States should develop cost-sharing policy
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LCAO Recommendations

• Need for higher authorization levels

• Research and Development, Title IV

• Ombudsman & Elder Justice

• Caregiving

• Targeted populations

• Nutrition & Supportive Services

• Local Flexibility

• Workforce, SCSEP

Top 10 
recommendations 
include 6 from n4a’s 
priority list
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https://www.lcao.org/files/2019/05/LCAO-Consensus-
Recommendations-OAA-Reauthorization-2019FINAL.pdf

https://www.lcao.org/files/2019/05/LCAO-Consensus-Recommendations-OAA-Reauthorization-2019FINAL.pdf


National Association of Area Agencies on Aging

Trump Administration Recommendations

• Eliminate the cap on Title III E NFCSP funding for 
grandfamilies/kinship caregivers (now at 10% of total III E 
federal and state funding)

• Increase small state admin. minimum to 750k from 500k (for 
when 5% is less than this amount)

• Eliminate the Right of First Refusal for local governmental 
entities when a new AAA needs to be designated, or a new PSA 
created
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Other Issues from Lawmakers 

• Caregiver assessment

• Home care ombudsman

• Adding nutrition service provider definition

• Regional age-friendly coordinators

• Home modifications

• Early onset Alzheimer’s / eligibility

• Emergency preparedness

And we’re still not talking about Formula/Funding
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Where We Are Now

• House: Hearing on May 15, majority pushing to move ahead 
with drafting ASAP

• Senate: Working out final details on a draft bipartisan bill; will 
then get feedback, move to mark up; pass on floor in July?

• n4a Now: 

– Continued Meetings with key offices, responding to language, 
cleaning up as much as we can before the bill comes out

– Pitching legislative language to House leaders

– Developing additional materials for grassroots, especially 
member education: www.n4a.org/oaa

http://www.n4a.org/oaa
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Where We Are Now

OAA Passed Before September 30 Expiration??



National Association of Area Agencies on Aging



National Association of Area Agencies on Aging

Federal Budgeting 101 (in theory)

• President’s Budget (blueprint, mixes spending and proposals)

• Congressional Budget Resolution (no force of law, big picture)

• Congress: Appropriations process, 12 subcommittees produce 
12 spending bills

• Appropriations passed signed into law

• For mandatory programs (e.g., Social Security, Medicare), 
changes to the authorizing statute must occur outside of the 
appropriations process

Reality? First budget often gets ignored, second one often 
skipped, action is in the appropriations bills
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Trump Administration Budget FY 2020

• Deep cuts to Non-Defense Discretionary (domestic) 
programs overall (5% cut from FY 2019 overall)

• 12% cut to HHS overall; 17% cut to housing

• “Flat” funds most core OAA programs, but cuts III E/VI C 
caregiver programs, ombudsman, Title V SCSEP

• Other cuts at ACL to SHIP, evidence-based health programs, 
Alzheimer’s programs, elder rights, ADRCs

• Cuts/eliminates critical domestic programs serving older adults 
(SSBG, CDBG, CSBG, LIHEAP, Housing)

• Guts Medicaid with block grants/per capita cap (states will limit 
HCBS)

• Cuts to Medicare
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Most of the Federal Budget = Social Security and Major 

Health Programs (Mandatory Spending)
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Federal Budget Snapshot

In FY 2017…

• Total Federal Spending = ~$4 Trillion

• Total Non-Defense Discretionary Spending = $610 Billion 
(~15.25 percent)

• Total Older Americans Act Spending =        
~$2 Billion

• Total OAA Spending as percentage of Federal Budget 
= ~.05 percent
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Budget & FY 2020 Appropriations

• President’s Budget (March; DOA)

• Congress started the appropriations process late due to 
shutdown, but actively advancing bills now

– House Labor/HHS bill had great wins!

– Senate to come in summer (but timing keeps shifting)

– Also now: Disaster relief, budget caps deal

• Budget caps in force again, will need bipartisan deal to lift them 

– Budget Control Act of 2011

– Last budget deal lifted the caps for FY 2018 and FY 2019

– Even though Congress keeps offering relief…
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Under BCA, NDD would drop 
$55 billion below FY 2019 
before adjusting for inflation. 

NDD programs on average 
would have to be cut 11 
percent in 2020 after 
adjusting for inflation. 
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House Labor/HHS Highlights

• OAA III B Home and Community-Based Supportive Services  by 
$37 million (~10 percent) to $422 million;

• OAA III C1 Congregate Meals  by $29.6 million (6 percent) to 
$525 million;

• OAA III C2 Home-Delivered Meals  by $53.6 million (21 percent) 
to $305 million; and

• OAA III E National Family Caregiver Support Program  by $19 
million (10 percent) to $200 million.

• Collective 11 percent boost to OAA Title VI Parts A and C

• SHIPs:  $5.9 mil to $55 million

• ADRCs: Level funded at $8.1 million
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Health and Integrated Care
Medicaid

• Money Follows the Person (extended through September)

• Spousal impoverishment protections (ditto)

• Non-Emergency Medical Transportation (Trump Admin would 
make this optional; rule coming; House language to oppose)

Medicare 

• CHRONIC Care Act implementation; Medicare Advantage Call 
Letter Comments on Special Supplemental Benefits for the 
Chronically Ill

• Opens door for wider coverage of home delivered meals.

• Clarified that MA plans can work with ACL-funded programs

• Potential important new funding stream.
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Key Advocacy Reminders

• Educate, educate, educate your elected officials 
about the importance of OAA and other aging programs 
and delivering services in the home and community!

• Build relationships with Members/staff

• Engage candidates in your work (site visits!)

• THANK your elected officials for advocacy wins 

• Keep them informed about what is going on in your 
community

• Engage with the media, too
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Questions? 

Autumn Campbell, Director, Public Policy & Advocacy, acampbell@n4a.org

www.facebook.com/n4aACTION
www.twitter.com/n4aACTION

mailto:acampbell@n4a.org
http://www.facebook.com/n4aACTION
http://www.twitter.com/n4aACTION

