
For more information,  

call 303-866-2755 in the Denver metro 

area or toll-free statewide  

1-800-221-3943, extension 2755,  

or TTY: 303-866-2504.

Visit our web site at: 

www.chcpf.state.co.us/HCPF/Syschange/ 

cdas/cdasindex.asp
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CDAS is a demonstration waiver program approved by the  
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services under the authority of  

section 1115 of the Social Security Act. 

Colorado Department of Health Care Policy and Financing

Our mission is to purchase cost-effective health care  
for qualified, low-income Coloradans.

CDAS
CONSUMER DIRECTED ATTENDANT SUPPORT

 A new home care choice  
for people with disabilities...



WHAT IS CDAS?
Consumer Directed Attendant 
Support (CDAS) is a Colorado 
Medicaid program designed 
to allow people with disabilities 
and older persons to manage 
their  attendant services. CDAS 
uses the term “attendant,” 
though people use many other 
words, such as “aide,” “personal care assistant”  
and “homemaker.”  

In CDAS, you and/or your authorized  
representative can:

 Hire attendants, even friends and family,  
based on qualifications that you set.

 Train, supervise and fire your attendants.  

 Decide when and where you receive services.

 Set wages for your attendants, within your monthly 
budget. 

 Choose someone you trust, like a family member or 
friend (an authorized representative), to help you 
manage the program.

HOW 
DOES THE 
PROGRAM WORK?
Instead of paying a home health agency or personal care 
agency to provide your attendant care, the CDAS program 
will set Medicaid funds aside for you to control. Your 
“individual monthly allocation” is determined by how much 
Medicaid has paid for your attendant support services in 
the past or by your current plan of care. After you and/or 
your authorized representative complete training and enroll 
in the program, you and/or your authorized representative 
will be responsible for managing these funds to  
meet your needs.  

Some important requirements:

 You must be eligible for 
Colorado Medicaid.

 You must demonstrate a 
need for attendant support.

 Your participation is 
voluntary.

 You and/or your authorized 
representative must be able 
to direct your care.

Martha hired her 
daughter as an 

attendant. She says, 
“my daughter is the best 

nurse I’ve ever had.”

Before joining CDAS, 
Larry lived in a nursing 

home - now he is able to 
live on his own. “It gives 
a person more control 

over what’s going on.”

CDAS gives Karl choices, 
“you choose the people 

you want in your home.”


