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1. A distinct PCP model is selected, refined, and expanded including a 
systematic "informal support" assessment and intervention process for the 
consumer's informal support caregivers. PCP model to be implemented:  

University of Southern Mississippi (USM) Institute for Disability Studies (IDS) will use 
the person-centered process that it currently uses. This model is based on the Personal 
Futures Planning model. This model is client-focused, goal-oriented, and positive. It 
includes a descriptive picture of the individual's past and present and includes the client's 
preferences, contributions and relationships. Consumers choose their PCP participants 
such as family members, friends, care providers, church members, and case managers. As 
future goals are explored, a concrete action plan is developed that determines an 
assignment with a timeline for every person involved in the planning session. Periodic 
follow-ups are made with consumers and PCP participants to check plan progress. 

2. An "informal community network" assessment and intervention process for 
the consumer to create enduring and meaningful ties to organizations in 
his/her community. 

Training in the PCP model will place particular emphasis on campus networks and 
friendships, as high school students with disabilities move to postsecondary institutions. 
Counselors and staff members will be trained to look for and make campus and 
community connections, enhancing and amending PCPs to coordinate with postsecondary 
studies and connect with an eventual career with employment and financial independence 
in mind. There will be a state-wide training for counselors and disability accommodation 
staffs statewide, as well as ongoing technical assistance via telephone, e-mail, and 
possibly through on-line networking tools such as blogs, listservs, and forums. 

3. A proposed evaluation of quantifiable outcomes. 

One of the goals for this grant is the design and implementation of a program and 
outcomes-based evaluation system for identifying, collecting, storing, analyzing and 
reporting data. Evaluations will be developed for PCP training institutes and administered 
at each PCP training session. Additionally, an evaluation will be developed for students 
receiving person-centered plans. Outcomes to be measured include whether the needs and 
goals of the consumer are met; usability, comprehensiveness, and community-based 
qualities of the web-based resource directory; ease of recording, maintaining, sharing and 
storing PCPs using web-based forms. 

Selected Optional Components and Related Activities

 

No optional components were selected.



Abstract

 

The Institute for Disability Studies (IDS) at the University of Southern Mississippi 
(USM), an instrumentality of the state, proposes to create a continuum of support for 
south Mississippi post secondary Medicaid-eligible students with disabilities, helping 
them to transition from high school to community college to university to career. IDS 
will train and provide technical assistance to high school counselors, college and 
university disability accommodation staff and career counselors in the use of person-
centered planning for Medicaid-eligible college-bound students with disabilities at high 
schools in 13 school districts in six South Mississippi counties. Three goals will be 
pursued: (1) Introduce, train and provide technical assistance to high school counselors 
using the person-centered planning model so college-bound students can translate their 
Individual Education Plan (IEP) into a person-centered plan (PCP); (2) Create a 
community network for each student by training and providing technical assistance to the 
disability accommodation staff at Pearl River Community College and the University of 
Southern Mississippi; (3) Design and implement a program and outcomes-based 
evaluation system for identifying, collecting, storing, analyzing and reporting data. IDS 
will collaborate with the Mississippi Department of Rehabilitation Services and will 
coordinate with other agencies in implementing this program. 
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