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Target Population(s)

 

Children and youth with special health care needs (CYSHCN) and their families, as well 
as the professionals, policy makers, community agencies, and organizations that care for 
them. 

Goals

 

mailto:familyvoices@ripin.org


• Increase leadership capacity to promote effective and enduring improvements in 
community long-term support systems. 

• Contribute to the understanding of effective and efficient methods of accessing 
quality and appropriate services and supports. 

• Promote knowledge about and opportunities for family and professional 
partnerships in policies and practices related to individual and family-directed 
supports within integrated community settings.  

Activities

 

• Review Rhode Island Parent Information Network (RIPIN) workshop materials 
specific to CYSHCN and promote through outreach to Family Voices audience. 

• Promote RIPIN and other workshops to audiences of the Family-to-Family Health 
Information and Education Center. 

• Develop training materials to address health care financing, medical homes, 
leadership, and advocacy. 

• Provide ongoing technical support. 
• Provide information about health, health insurance, family support, diagnosis 

specifics, public and private programs, policy and legislative updates, medical 
homes, early screening and intervention, and access to services and supports. 

• Enhance and expand the ongoing development of the statewide peer-to-peer 
network, Family-to-Family Network of Rhode Island. 

• Increase attendance/participation at conferences and fairs by providing program 
brochures, newsletters, and other timely information. 

• Increase contact with physicians' offices, hospital clinics, community health 
centers, special education advisory committees, specialized daycare centers, and 
professional organizations. 

• Organize an outreach plan utilizing RIPIN-staffed regional teams, Parent 
Consultants working in Early Intervention sites, and pediatric medical practices 
through the Pediatric Practice Enhancement Project (PPEP). 

• Promote the use of the Family-to-Family Network of Rhode Island through 
multiple methods designed to connect families with other families, obtain 
information about upcoming events, and exchange other information useful to 
families of CYSHCN. 

Abstract

 

RIPIN is a statewide, nonprofit organization with a reach that extends to every Rhode 
Island community, the State's major family-serving systems, health care providers, 
schools, associations, and agencies. Its mission is to inform, educate, support, and 
empower all families to be equal partners in advocacy for the education, health, and 
socioeconomic well-being of their children. In addition, RIPIN works to achieve family-



centered systems changes that are culturally competent and community-based by 
partnering and collaborating with key stakeholders at community, state, and national 
levels. 

Through its Family Voices program, RIPIN will establish itself as Rhode Island's Family-
to-Family Health Information and Education Center by focusing on three areas: 
leadership capacity to promote effective and enduring improvements in community long-
term support systems; effective and efficient methods of accessing quality, appropriate 
services, and supports; and family/professional partnerships in policies and practices 
related to individual and family-directed supports within integrated community settings.  
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