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Mentoring Workshop
On June 25, 2009, a Connect-Ability-sponsored workshop provided 22 mentor program professionals with an  

overview of the ways in which consciously including youth with disabilities positively impacts programming. 

This workshop was the result of a partnership with Partners for Youth with Disabilities, a widely recognized 

national leader in mentoring for young adults with disabilities; as well as the Governor’s Prevention Partnership, 

Connecticut’s leading mentoring  

initiative with over 300 programs  

developed since 1997.  

Workshop attendees learned how  

their organizations can prepare for  

the participation of youth with a  

wide range of abilities, attract new  

youth and better serve identified  

and unidentified youth 

with disabilities already 

enrolled in their programs. 

participants also received 

practical tips for inclusion 

and participated in a self-

assessment and action 

plan process.

Another mentoring workshop was  
conducted in hartford in August.

similar guides are currently available in the northwestern, south Central and 

southwestern regions. new and existing guides will be available through transit  

districts, state agencies, libraries, schools, paratransit  

providers and other places that provide services  

to people with disabilities. the kennedy Center 

will be conducting travel training sessions  

once the new guides have been distributed. 

“getting on Board” guides will soon be  

posted on the Connect-Ability website  

www.connect-ability.com for download.  

to request printed copies, please contact  

glendine henry, 860-424-5543. 

Connect-Ability, in partnership with DOT and RideShare  
will deliver “Getting on Board,” an accessible transportation 
guide for the Eastern and North Central regions of the  
state, in early fall 2009. 

We will issue a special National Disability 
Employment Awareness Month issue in October.S t a y  t u n e d !

Get Involved
For more information  
about any of the programs  
and stories in this  
newsletter or to share a 
story, contact Kerri Fradette 
at kerri.fradette@ct.gov. 
Include the company name 
and someone to contact  
for permission to  
use the story.

Further training  

will be developed based  

on the needs of  

program participants.



over the last several months, more  
than 55 transition professionals have 
participated in workshops to learn how 
to provide a valuable resource to the 
students in their schools. Members of 
the five regional education service 
Centers attended half-day training in 
their area and learned how they can use 
the Connect-Ability website in classroom  
curriculum with all students.

through a series of large and small group 
activities, participants were led through 

the sections of the website and the wide 
range of online resources. trainers used 
a hands-on approach, which allowed 
attendees to try out sections of the 

website and report back to the larger 
group. resources reviewed ranged from 
tools for career exploration, transportation 
information and resume development to 
information about benefits and available 
classroom curriculum.

trainers from the state education 
resource Center (serC) and Connect-
Ability collaborated 
on this successful 
project and are  
developing plans to offer it to state  
agency vocational personnel.

this past spring, approximately 250 people attended three 

transportation forums co-hosted by Connect-Ability and the 

Connecticut Association for Community transportation (CACt),  

a voice and advocate for public transportation that serves as  

a vehicle for collection and exchange of information of public 

transportation. CACt also encourages the efficient and effective 

use of all available public transportation options.  

the first forum featured a panel presentation of the importance 

of bus transit. the second was a legislative event at the state 

Capitol geared to improving and increasing transportation options 

for persons with disabilities. the final workshop included a panel 

discussion of the federal surface transportation policy, its impact 

on public transportation services in Connecticut, and the potential 

for change in the re-authorization of the federal legislation. 

the current authorizing legislation expires september 30. 

presenters included Dale Marsico, executive Director of the 

Community transportation Association of America (CtAA); 

richard Doyle, regional Administrator of the Federal transit 

Administration; and Maureen Connor, Chair of the American 

public transportation Association (AptA).   

the forum provided an opportunity to meet and question national 

leaders about federal surface transportation legislation and how 

the changes proposed by CtAA and AptA may enhance public 

transportation in Connecticut. the group also discussed their 

vision and concerns for the future of public transportation. 

Connecticut Department of transportation has allocated approximately $117 million to rail and transit projects.  
some of the projects include bus procurement, security improvements, park and ride lot improvements, and bus  
storage canopies using stimulus funds. For more information visit the “about us” section of www.ct.gov/dot. 

Transit Allocations from the Stimulus Package

Professional  
Development 

Workshop

Employers, please pencil in October 15, 2009 on your calendar.  
The 2009 Employment Summit will be at the Connecticut Convention 
Center in Hartford. Stay tuned for more information!

  S a v e  t h e  D a t e !

CT Tech 
Act Project
Achievement 
Through Technology

New AT Demonstration  
Center Now Open
the Windham regional Community 
Council has opened the newest Assistive 
technology Center to serve residents of 
eastern Connecticut.

the eastern Connecticut Assistive 
technology Center (eCAt), located at  
872 Main street in Willimantic, houses  
a variety of Assistive technology devices 
and equipment that primarily focus  
on assisting individuals with disabilities  
in the workplace. 

A grand opening celebration was held  
on June 24th and the center will be open 
two days a week. employers are 

encouraged to contact and visit eCAt for 
a demonstration and information about 
how they may be able to accommodate 
an employee with a disability. please call 
860-423-4534 for an appointment.

New AT Loan Program Manager
individuals with disabilities or family  
members interested in purchasing  
At devices or services with low  
interest financial loans should contact 
Lisa Abdus-salaam, the new part-time  
program manager. Contact Lisa by  
calling 860-424-5619 or visit  
www.CTtechact.com/loan and  
download the application for funding  
to purchase an At device or service.

one of the core goals of the Connecticut 
tech Act project is to help recycle used 
At devices, and recycling At is good 
for everyone and the environment. the 
person who donates the equipment can 
receive a tax credit or money from a 
sale while the person who can put the 
equipment to good use spends less or no 
money. Another key benefit is we reduce 
the number of devices sent to landfills.

there are two easy options for purchasing 
or recycling At devices:

The Equipment Recycling Center 
at NEAT

the neAt Center at oakhill refurbishes 
and recycles used durable medical 
equipment and sells it for a consider-
able discount to consumers. Contact the 
equipment recycling Center at neAt 
to donate or purchase durable medical 
equipment by calling 866-526-4492. 

AT Exchange in New England

Another option for recycling is  
www.getATstuff.com. this is an online 
classified system for buying, selling or 
donating new and used At devices across 
the new england region. Visit the site to 
search for a device that you need, or call 
the At exchange at 860-424-4881,  
and they will search the site or post a 
device for you.

recycle your At

Here are just a few of the AT devices that are currently posted for sale or for free on www.getATstuff.com

ID # Category Item Name Price Location

154 Daily Living Big Button speaker phone $20.00 hartford, Ct 
644 Mobility, seating & positioning electric Wheel Chair  Best offer Waterbury, Ct 
945 Vision reading Magnifier $1,000 or Best offer ellington, Ct


