
National Association of State Units on Aging

The National Association of State Units on Aging provides a collective
voice for the nation’s 57 state and territorial agencies on aging designated
by the governors and state legislatures as the state-level focal points for
issues related to aging. The mission of the association is to advance social,
health, and economic policies responsive to the needs of a diverse aging
population. Expanding opportunities and resources for current and future
generations of older persons, adults with disabilities, and their families is
central to NASUA’s overall mission. 

Home and Community-Based Services Resource Network

The Home and Community-Based Services Resource Network brings
together the federal government, states, and persons with all types of
disabilities of all ages to expand access to high-quality, cost-effective,
consumer-directed home and community based services and supports. 
A 14-member Board of Advisors serves the HCBS Resource Network. 
The Board of Advisors consists of representatives for state HCBS agencies
and individuals who use home and community based services and supports. 

The Consumer Direction Tool is the result of a collaborative effort between
the National Association of State Units on Aging and the Home and
Community-Based Services Resource Network, guided by a work group of
the HCBS Board. Work group members included: Lee Bezanson, Medicaid
Administrator, New Hampshire Department of Health and Human Services;
Christine Gianopoulos, Director of the Maine Bureau of Elder and Adult
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Services; Helen Coburn Roth, Executive Director of Options for
Independence in Utah; and Geneva Shedd, former Director of the Indiana
Bureau of Aging and In Home Services. Virginia Dize, Associate Director
for Home and Community Based Services of the National Association of
State Units on Aging, and Darlene O’Connor, National Project Director for
the HCBS Resource Network, provided staff support to the work group. In
addition, a number of experts in the aging and disability fields, consumers
and consumer advocates reviewed drafts of the document and provided
useful insights and suggestions. Our success in developing a tool that can
be used by consumers and policy makers alike is thanks to the expertise of
those involved in its development. Any errors are the sole responsibility of
the authors.

Funding for this project is provided, in part, by The Robert Wood Johnson
Foundation and the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services. The views expressed in this
publication do not necessarily represent the position of the funders. 


