
 

 
 

 
 

Ensuring every North Dakotan’s access to a decent, safe, affordable, accessible place to live. 
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CURRENT BARRIERS 
Availability:  
North Dakota has seen an unprecedented level of economic growth and diversity over 

the past decade.  In 2008, growth surged as several industries, most notably energy and 
construction, experienced favorable conditions and brought new workers into the state to 

meet employer demands.  Along with population expansion and employment increases, 
came stresses in the state’s housing market, especially in western North Dakota.i  
 

What are the repercussions?  Statewide, homeless shelters are full and soup kitchens are 
busy.  And this is with approximately half of the homeless population in North Dakota 

being employed.  While there are thousands unfilled jobs available, housing for new 
workers coming into the state is problematic.  In some areas, such as Williston, 
developers have previously experienced the oil industry’s boom-and-bust cycle and are 

leery about over-building.  Available housing of any type is rare.ii        
 

Affordability:  
Even if housing is available, it may not be affordable.  Homeownership and even rent 
payments are out of reach for low- and fixed-income North Dakotans.iii  

While there is no single definition, the universal standard for “affordable housing” is for a 

family to spend no more than 30% of its income on its housing costs, including utilities.  
Using this benchmark, a family earning $30,000/year could afford to pay up to 
$9,000/year (or $750/month) on housing.  In the private sector, lenders underwriting 

home purchases typically require that families spend no more than some set percentage 
of income (such as 30%) for mortgage payments, taxes and insurance.  But these 

"rules" don’t tell the whole story.  A family making $200,000/year can afford to spend 
30% of its income on housing and have enough left over to meet other necessities, but a 
family making $20,000 might not be able to make ends meet on the income left over 

after spending 30% for housing.  A family’s capacity to meet other expenses depends on 
other factors such as family size and age of children.iv 

  
POTENTIAL SOLUTIONS 

 
1. Create a dedicated housing trust fund through a stable funding source 

2. Make suitable publically owned land available for development of affordable housing 

3. Facilitate the re-use of abandoned, vacant, and tax-delinquent properties 

4. Expand homeownership education and counseling 

 
5. Encourage expansion of funding mechanisms including loan guarantees.  

                                       
i State of Affordable Housing in North Dakota; 2008 Report; ND Housing Finance Agency 
ii Bismarck Tribune; March 18, 2010 
iii State of Affordable Housing in North Dakota; 2008 Report; ND Housing Finance Agency 
iv National Housing Conference; Center for Housing Policy; www.nhc.org    
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