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MAKING A DIFFERENCE  

 

Meeting a Demand 
• Aging and disability networks have long recognized the need for single points of entry to long-term care.  In 2003, 

when AoA and CMS launched the ADRC initiative, 37 states applied for grants. 
• Delegates to the December 2005 White House Conference on Aging endorsed the expansion and replication of 

Aging and Disability Resource Centers (one of the most frequently proposed implementation strategies across 
numerous resolutions).   

 

Early Results 
• 43 states have received grants: 12 in 2003; 12 in 2004; 19 in 2005 
• Between 2003 and 2004 grantees, 66 pilot sites have opened, providing specialized information and assistance to the 

elderly and people with disabilities 
• While all ADRC grantees plan for eventual statewide coverage, eight of the 43 ADRC grantees will have 

state/territory wide service areas by the 3rd year of their grant.   
• All pilot sites have begun implementing activities designed to streamline access to publicly funded long-term care.  

Activities include (data drawn from 24 2003 and 2004 grantees and indicates grantee is either planning or has 
implemented activity):  

o Integrated management information systems (22 grantees) 
o Use of public websites for streamlined access to information and eligibility determination (17 grantees; 7 

implemented) 
o Public web-based searchable resource databases covering the full range of support service providers (9 

grantees; 5 are statewide) 
o Electronic applications for Medicaid eligibility (11 grantees) 
o Co-location of Medicaid eligibility staff (5 grantees) 
o Close coordination with Medicaid eligibility staff to divert those on Waiver waiting lists from 

institutional placement (9 grantees)   
o Outreach to hospitals and nursing homes (critical pathways) to divert/transition consumers from 

institutional placement (16 grantees)   
o Use of uniform assessment and eligibility determination (7 grantees) 

 
• Twelve of the 43 grantees serve people with all types of disability (7 ADRC grantees serving people with disabilities 

of all ages and 5 serving all adults with disabilities).  The remainder of the states are serving all elderly and select 
populations of people with disabilities  

• There are over 250 unique partnerships that have developed across the 24 ADRC projects funded in 2003 and 2004 
that have resulted in formal joint sponsorship activities and cross-training programs across networks and agencies.   

• Over 70% of the 43 grantees are planning MOUs/MOAs to formalize the partnerships between aging network, 
disability network and Medicaid and nearly 50% of the 2003 and 2004 grantees have them in place.  

• An Independent Assessment of the Family Care Program indicated Wisconsin’s five year old Resource Centers have 
strong communication and formal relationships with Economic Support Units that processed Medicaid applications 
and the Care Management Organizations that provide services (APS, 2005).  


