
 

 

February 8, 2020 
 

 

The Honorable Charles Schumer     The Honorable Nancy Pelosi  
Majority Leader        Speaker of the House  
United States Senate        U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20510      Washington, DC 20515      

The Honorable Mitch McConnell    The Honorable Kevin McCarthy  
Minority Leader        Minority Leader    
United States Senate        U.S. House of Representatives  
Washington, DC 20510        Washington, DC 20515 

 

Dear Leader Schumer, Speaker Pelosi, Leader McConnell and Leader McCarthy:    

On behalf of ADvancing States, I am writing to request allocation of specific resources to 
support adults and people with disabilities in the next COVID relief legislation. ADvancing 
States is a nonpartisan association of state government agencies that represents the 
nation’s 56 state and territorial agencies on aging and disabilities. We work to support 
visionary state leadership, the advancement of state systems innovation, and the 
development of national policies that support home and community-based services (HCBS) 
for older adults and persons with disabilities. Our members administer a wide range of 
services and supports for older adults and people with disabilities, including administering 
the Older Americans Act (OAA) and Medicaid long-term services and supports (LTSS). 
Together with our members, we work to design, improve, and sustain state systems 
delivering long-term services and supports for people who are older or have a disability and 
for their caregivers. 

We know that Congress is in the midst of developing legislation to address further COVID 
relief. We request that this legislation include the following relief for OAA and LTSS 
services: 

• Targeted funding to support Medicaid HCBS funding; 
• Increase in the Federal Medical Assistance Percentage (FMAP) by 12%; 
• $1.4 billion for OAA programs; 
• Targeted funding to support LTSS providers to recruit and retain workers; and 
• Funding for the ConnectToCareJobs.com LTSS job matching website. 

Below we provide additional context and justification for these requests. 

241 18th Street S 
Suite 403 
Arlington, VA 22202 
202-898-2578 
advancingstates.org 

Curtis Cunningham 
PRESIDENT 
Wisconsin 
 
Kathleen Dougherty 
VICE PRESIDENT 
Delaware 
 
Nels Holmgren 
SECRETARY 
Utah 
 
Kari Benson 
TREASURER 
Minnesota 
 
Bea Rector 
AT LARGE 
Washington 
 
Alexis Travis 
AT LARGE 
Michigan 
 
Abby Cox 
AT LARGE 
Georgia 
 
Jessica Bax 
AT LARGE 
Missouri 
 
Duane Mayes 
PAST PRESIDENT 
Alaska 
 



 

 

 

As you know, the pandemic has placed significant strain on state HCBS systems due to challenges with 
recruiting and retaining direct-care providers; closure of day settings; increased costs due to purchase of 
needed protective equipment; and technology to support individuals living at home, and other needed 
resources. Simultaneously, the rapid spread of COVID in institutional and congregate settings has shown the 
need for even more aggressive efforts to promote deinstitutionalization than are currently in place. We 
strongly suggest that the package provide targeted support and funding to assist states to enhance and sustain 
their HCBS infrastructure. 

Medicaid is the backbone of services and supports to older adults and people with disabilities across the 
country, providing a wide range of benefits that extend beyond HCBS and include many traditional healthcare 
services as well. We therefore request that you further increase the FMAP by a total of 12%. This request is 
aligned with the previous suggestion of our state association partners at the National Governor’s Association 
and the National Association of Medicaid Directors.  

We also strongly encourage the legislation include additional funding for OAA services and supports programs. 
In the spring of 2020, Congress allocated significant resources to OAA in the Families First Coronavirus 
Response Act and the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act. In December Congress provided an 
additional $175 million for OAA meals, which was significantly less than the $750 million contained in earlier 
drafts of the fall relief legislation and falls well below the estimated need for services around the country. In 
concert with our partners at the National Association of Area Agencies on Aging, the National Association of 
Nutrition and Aging Services Programs, and Meals on Wheels America, we request $1.4 billion for the OAA and 
its services. 
 
The pandemic has exacerbated preexisting challenges with availability of services providers and has shed light 
on the fragility of the HCBS system. Without programs that encourage individuals to serve as providers and 
provide worker retention efforts, the challenges with the workforce shortage will continue to increase. A lack of 
providers to sufficiently serve all individuals living in their own homes could leave congregate settings as the 
only option for many participants. This would likely lead to many individuals losing the self-determination to 
choose their own residence and even the reinstitutionalization of individuals previously in the community. The 
move to increased congregation of LTSS participants would be regressive and contrary to the past half-century 
of independent living and HCBS expansion activities. We request additional funding to state Medicaid, aging, 
and disability agencies to implement workforce recruitment and retention programs and to support HCBS 
providers that continue to struggle during the pandemic. 

ADvancing States partnered with Centene Corporation to develop ConnectToCareJobs.com, a job matching 
service for states and LTSS providers. The rollout of this site has been effective but is limited in scope due to 
lack of dedicated funding. Centene donated their time, funding, and expertise to assist with the initial website 
creation and we have been reallocating existing funds to maintain the website. We do not currently have any 



 

 

dedicated support for the service, and this limits its availability across the country as well as our ability to 
continue development and improvement of the website. We believe that this tool would be extremely useful if 
expanded nationwide and provided additional support to continue its upkeep and to implement increased 
functionality. We believe Federal support of ConnectToCareJobs.com could further support state agencies and 
LTSS providers to recruit direct support staff. 

We appreciate the opportunity to submit these recommendations. We look forward to further conversation 
with you and the new leadership at CMS and ACL to work together to achieve these goals. If you have any 
questions about this letter, please reach out to Adam Mosey (amosey@advancingstates.org) and Damon 
Terzaghi (dterzaghi@advancingstates.org) of my staff. 

Sincerely, 

 
Martha A. Roherty 
Executive Director 
ADvancing States
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